Hepatic capsular and subcapsular pathologic conditions: demonstration with CT and MR imaging.
A variety of pathologic conditions and pseudolesions occur at the capsular and subcapsular regions of the liver and are detected with cross-sectional abdominal imaging. These entities are related to anatomic and hemodynamic characteristics of the liver such as negative subdiaphragmatic pressure, connection with other viscera and extraperitoneal sites by the perihepatic ligaments, and a "third inflow" of blood from sources other than the usual hepatic arterial and portal venous sources. Pathologic conditions can affect the hepatic capsular and subcapsular regions by way of peritoneal, hematogenous, biliary, and perihepatic ligamentous routes. Pseudolesions or benign conditions may also be identified on the basis of altered hemodynamics of the liver. Computed tomography and magnetic resonance imaging with a multiphasic approach can be used to identify and characterize these entities. Familiarity with the wide spectrum of pathologic conditions and pseudolesions at the hepatic capsular and subcapsular regions and precise knowledge of the anatomic and hemodynamic characteristics of the liver will aid the radiologist in diagnosing pathologic conditions and differentiating pseudolesions from true lesions.